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lichmaa, former chief White\3d, then presidential legal | gible” a comment a the de- 


' House domestic adviser, John}counsel, who proposed that the: fendant in which he appeared 
OL | N. Mitchell, former attorney 
Robert C. Mardian, 


{ 


CIA pay baii and bond for the: to have prior knowledge of the 
general, Watergate burglars. : so-called “Gemstone” political 
former assistant attorney ge-| “I told him, ‘No way’,” Gen- intelligence plan that led to the 

fe d neral, and Kenneth W. Par-jeral Walters said. Watervate burglary. 
is ear kinso, former Nixon campaign} The witness said he finally The ta ag have been termed 
. lawyer. ae 
“These are the obstructive 


told Mr. Gray he would resign “the heart of Watergate” by 
4 
Resignation’ words,” the leader of the pro- 


if he were pressured further to : 
fink the CIA with the, Water Me. Neal, and defense lawyers, 
tape played at | secution team declared, 
According to Mr. Neal, this 


have emphasized their concern! 
saleeraaal: about the impact such record-: 
‘ Mee erey substantially COr-\ings might have on the jury. 

: ®. i] . ; roborated General Walter's tes- ee : : 

/ coverup tria ivas the chain of evidence that! timony. The former FBI acting| The Walters-Gray testimony : 
i . showed “the clear agency 
ah hans yon from Haldeman to the former 

Washington Bureau of The Sun | procident of the Unitéd States 


chief—now under investigation hers sa ea umuarn 
by the special prosecutor’s of-| Hall, for : 
ieee Peeardiig tis siowledge of) Charles W. Colson, ex-White ' 
Washington—-White | House! tg Ehrlichman to Walters to wiretaps on newsmen and| House special counsel, now in 
tapes in which former Presi-| Gray. This is obstruction. They| presidential personnel—admit- jail for violating the civil 
dent Nixon and H.R. Halde-| were the very words that ob-|ted that, under White Houserights of Daniel Ells sherg’s psy+: 
man, then his chief of staff, structed the FBI investigation | Pressure, he had. “held off” chiatrist. Dr. Ellsberg had, 
were heard plotting to block an, for two weeks in this case.’ temporarily on the Watergate leaked the Pentagon papers. 
FBI investigation of the Water-- General Walters _ testified investigation. Mrs. Hall testified about a. 
gate burglary, were played that he was summoned to the “Would-be protectors” telephone eall from Dorothy | 
yesterday for the jury in the: White House at noon, June 23, 
cuverup trial at United States! 1972—shortly after the discus- 
-Districk Court. ‘sion between Mr. ‘Nixon and 
Mr. Nixon resigned a few|“Mr. Haldeman in which the 


: Hunt, wife of the Watergate | 

The witness told of a conver- 
sation with General Walters at| burglar, in August, 1972, in 

days after releasing tran‘ then-President ‘approved using 

scripts of the June 23, 1972i(the CIA to head off the FBI 


which both had agreed that the! which Mrs. Hunt stressed the! - 
President should. be “‘protected| White House failure to keep its ° 

tapes, which portrayed him as' inquiry into the Watergate 

setting in motion the plan to | break-in, 


against his would-be protec-| commitments to the men. 
conceal Nixon campaign links 


fennieatees 


tors.” Mr. Gray added that 
General Walters had said he caught, preakine ane Demo-, 
was not going to be “kicked|- eratic headquarters. 
sk TA ti ee nol The witness said she consid | 
Hetee oe Gyncaiee : efor Ch soak iae * around by these White House ered the call “desperate” and | | 
In the course of this Water- Rese gs Mi pbetan ee Ne ee nate ‘ a “semi-threat.” Colson, she 
: Peacoat . > a a a y 
gate ice with -| Watergate bugging case was|,, . , aie a a j said, refused to receive the : 
Haldeman, the former jot of | making a lot of noise,” that |'° 280, oes royea, at the Te-tinformation and she transmit-. 
es agreed when ge ertar | the Democrats were trying to | West of Dean, mater ial taken 'toq it to Dean, who told her it. 
ba re hand! aaa ¢ ns Hae ‘maximize it” and that the | from the White House safe of vas “being taken care of.” 
Neve thai de te director of the| Mvestigation was “leading toa!=. Howard Hunt, Jr., con-[ = i 
Central Tae anee. Aeene lot of important people and ‘ victed Waiergate burglar, He: 
call the acting ohet of ne rey jmight get worse.”’ ilater lied about his action toi : 


os The witness said that Mr.|Henry EB. Petersen, the assis-; 
anes Stay ee al ‘Haldeman then asked what the tant attorney gener al then in! 
Mr. Nixon responded, ‘Play ‘CYA connection was in the! charge of the Watergate a 
it tough ..... Say’. thot|| Watergate matter. When told! quiry, but admitted his lie to 
they should call the FFI in and] by General Walters that none} Mr, Petersen a day later, Mr. 
say that we wish ‘or the coun-| existed, the White House chief | bee added. 
‘try, don’t go any further into of staff said, “It is the Presl-|, ‘The June 23 tapes played 


‘this case, period.” | dent’s wish. that you go to. | yesterday marked the first of 

: mee: Gray and express to him that ; 26 additional White House. re, 

Obstruction of justice ! pursuit of this investigation! cordings to be introduced into’ 

Testimony regarding the! imight get into CIA opera- | evidence at the trial, Which 
\ tions.” inow is in its seventh week, 


events surrounding those Nix- 


on-Faldemar. conversations!' Present at that meeting, the | The importance attached by. 


was presented as a corner- witness said, were Richard M.|both prosecution and defense 
| Helms, director of the CIA, |to these tapes was indicated by, 


stone of the government case}, 
by James F. Neal, an assistant) 2nd defendant Ehrlichman. the efforts of the government | 


‘prosecutor, General Walters said he did{to present the material, and 
Bvidence of White House or-|i convey a request to Mr. Gray ! thuse of the defense to preven 
ders to imnpede the FBI’s Wat-| to “taper off” the Watergate! presentation. 
'ergate prohe by making aj.‘‘laundered money” investiga-! Jom J. Wilson, attorney for ; 
scapegoat of the CIA came} tion in Mexico, although there | Mr. Haldeman, won a conces- 
from Lt, Gen Vernon A.“Wal-| was no indication that any CIA/ -sion when Judge John J. Sirica 
ters, deputy director of the .operations were involved, lagreed to mark as “unintelli-_ 
intelligence agency and L. Pa-) Tye Haldeman request, the}’ 
“trick Gray 3d, former acting} witness said, was followed by 


director of the F BL : 
Mr. Neal contended that this} ” cues. with Jobn W. Dean 


interference constituted ob- : 
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pate defendants, who include: 

\Mr, Haldeman, doh D. Ebr-' 


Poe ea a Ieee. 3 


. 


: i 


fee ? 


Neal. said the ‘instructions 
passed on by Walters to.’ L, 
Patrick Gray 8d, then acting di- 
_ rector of the federal bureau of 
investigation, were the heart of 
the Watergate coverup for about 
two weeks after the June 17, 
1972, break-in at Democratic Na- 


tional Headquarters.. Haideman,: 


Efirilichman and three. others are 
on trial for the coverup. - : 
_--NeaPs charge “came as the 
prosecutors | reviewedix: three 


Be eb. 
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Accuset 
fie gt ne A a thy 
By JOSEPH VOLZ and JEFFREY ANTEVIL , 
James F. Neal charged today 
“was acting as an agent” of former Presi- 


an when Walters told the FBI on ' 1979 
hase of the Watergate break-in. = * 


Washington, Nov. 11 (News Bureau)—Prosecutor 
that CLA Deputy Director Vernon Walters 
dent Nixon, H.R. Haldeman and John D. Ehrlichm 


June 23, 1972, to halt its investigation of a critical p 


ertcial tapes of conversations on 
June 23, six days after the break- 
in.. In the tapes, 


Haldeman discussed .a plan to 
have Walters tell Gray-that the 
FBI probe could expose 


Walters, an Army Heutenant 
general and No. 2 man at the 
CIA since May 1972, -testified. 
JAoday that -$0-minutés. a 


rately gone-to Gray and told him 


| were'no such covert operations. 


true.’ 


man had‘ summoned-him to the: 
White -Howse and told him to} 
have Gray.eall off an FBI investi- 
gation of the laundering ‘of 


covert | Nixon campaign money through 


meeting attended by Ehrlichman, 
had been given. despite the fact 
that CIA-‘chief, then © Richard 


frerithe.l, Helmss/hadstold she Nb ain 2ides' 


* there were sho covert. operations 
‘ thet could be compromised by the 


“PEF activites.. Fe Te 
~ | Walters Said he -had. immedi- 


of “-Haldeman’s order... It- was 
not: until tow weeks: later, July 
6, that he finally gold Gray there 


, Gray, whose nomination as 
permanent FBI chief was aborted 
‘Jast year because of disclosuzes 
about: his role in the coverup, 


also testified about the attempc ; 


to block the FBI investigation. 
He’ said. he -had not been offered 
immunity from. prosecution, 
would nob accept immunity if x 
were offered, and that he stil 
faced possible charged in the 
coverup.. 

Gray confessed under defense 
eross-examination that he had 
ied to Assistant Attorne yGen- 
eral Henry E. Petersen, who was 


‘Heading the Watergate- probe, 
when he denied that he had re- 


ceived files- from. Watergate 
burglar E. Howard Hunt’s W hite; 
House safe. ‘Gray testified, “yy 
said ‘B.S., Henry, that’s not 
?» e 
But Gray, a retired Navy cap-- 
tain, said that later that night,. 
“t was warm and hot all over, 
aimost like a women in meno. 
pause, because I had told a lie.” | 
“As a murmur rippled through the: 


courtroom, Gray said that the: 
OO Oy 


nexr day he had confessed to Pe- 
tersen that he had not only re- 
caicrd the files but had burned: 
them with his Christmas trash in 


eae aaa » given former White House coun- 
Nixon-Haldeman ‘meeting Halde-, sel John W. Dean 3d to raw FBI 
% ‘reports describing” virtually ev- 
jerything that the bureau had 
dound and the direction its probe 
would take in the weeks ahead. 


rough) 1972, conversations Jast Aug. 5, 
Mexican banks, Walters said the! admitting that he had concealed 
instructions by Halderaan, at althem from the prosecutors, the 
House Judiciary Committee. im- 
peachment hearings, and even his{_ 
own attorneys. That admission, 
along with the information in the 
tapes, led to his resignation four 
days Jater.. : ; ieee 


i were played for the jury today, 
‘Nixon’ and Haldeman. discussed 
‘the fact that monéy found on 
the burglars could be traced back 
through Mexican banks to the 
Nixon eeelection committee. 
Nixon then approved Haldeman’s 
proposal “to have Walters call 
Pay Gray and just say, ‘Stay the 


| Walters, Nixon told Haldeman: 


2 


4 


Gray also testified that he had 


Nixon published the June 23, 


“Don't Go Any Further” - = 
In ‘the conversations, which 


hell out of-this. ” . 
Referring to Helms and 


“You call them in, ... Play 
it tough.” iP ae 
ter, the President added, 
“when you get these people in, 
gay: ‘look, the problem is that 
this thing will open the whole 
Bay of Pigs thing’... And that 
they should call the FBI in and 
say that we wish for the country, 
don’t go any further into this 
case, period!” : Sa 
At a meeting that afternoon, | 
Haldeman reported to Nixon that 
Walters and Helms -had been 
summoned to the White Ilouse! 
and given their instructions, 
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‘Trial hears ~ 


Approve 


implicating” 
Nixon tapes. 


7 By iouiaa Sweeney 7 
) . Staff correspondent of —". 
:.. The Christian Science Monitor - 


“Former President'~ 
Nixon’s voice rang out on tapé at the 
Watergate cover-up trial Monday re | 
raitting that his concern was ‘‘pollti- 
cal’? in covering Up, the Watergate! 
break-in six days previously, and) 
ordering how to put Berea off 
that scent. He 

“I don’t want them. [FBI ‘in: 
vestigators] to get any ideas we're 
doing it because our concern Is politt- 
cal,” says Mr. Nixon to former White 
House Chief of Staff H. R. Haldeman, 
now a defendant in this trial. Mr. 
Haldeman says, Right.” 

The President says, ‘And at the 
same time, I wouldn't tell them it is! 
not political.’’ HBR ” repeats Mr. 
Haldeman. 

The President then says, “y would, 
just say, ‘look, it’s because of. the’ 
Hunt involvement,’ just say (unin<| 
telligible, wita noise) sort of things,; | 
the whole cover [he Sa engage the 
word ‘cover’ ] is basicall y this.. ; | 


The conversation 1s one of ‘three 

from June 23, 1972, which were played 

_ at the trial Monday as prosecution 
evidence. 

Birdsongs, typewriter clacks, and 

what sounds on one tape like the 

ticking of a superspeed metronome 


are heard along with the voices of Mr. 
Nixon and Mr. Haldeman, 

This is the first public playing of the 
ecntroversial “resignation tapes" 
which Indicated Mr. Nixon’s knowl- 
edge of the specifics of the Watergate 
breek-in just days after it happened 
but nearly a year before he publictly 
admitted any knowledge of it. 


Transcripts differed 


‘Immediately after the  in- 
criminating tapes were released by 


him under Supreme Court order, Mr. | 


Nixon resigned. . ; 


Portions of the tapes marked unin- 
seiligible or slmpiy missing in the 
presidentlal transcripts submitted at 


that tlme are substantially different ” 
on hearing and in the prosecution's |: 
‘ranseripts issued today. The dla-” 


logue about the politics of the Water- 
gate cover-up fs an example. 


i 


12 NOV 1974 
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.. On the tapes the President and Mr, 
Haldeman are heard In a sequence of 


three meetings tracing their plan to - 


turn off the FBI investigation of the 
break-in by insisting that it involved 


:the CIA and would shatter the CIA 


cover on Mexican Involvement and 


open the involvement of BE. Howard: * 


"Hunt in the Bay of Pigs invasion. 


The game plan was to pressure then 
CIA Deputy Director General Vernon 


, Director L. Patrick Gray III to end : 
_the FBI's investigation. 


But Mr. Walters testified Monday: 


A, Walters into leaning on Acting PBI 


“he resisted that plan, even after 


meeting with Mr. Haldeman and 
defendant John D. Ehriichman, then 


“ domestic affairs chief, as well as a 


series- of increasingly pressuring 
meetings with the presidential coun- 
sel John W. Dean IY’ following the 


"June 23 taped discussion. 


Mr. 


-, refused to have the CIA accept the | 


0700090015-9 


——— 


responsibility for bail and salaries for ; 


the Watergate burglars because the ; 
CIA ts “apolitical,” it would ‘involve - 
the agency where It Js not Involved” ° 
and a would not serve the Presi-.; 


- dent, 


Mr. Walters Is. “expected to be. 


” vecalled for cross- -examination next 
; week, ; 


woe 4 


itn 


Mistrial denied 
Before the tapes were ‘played: U.S. 


~ ‘District Judge John J. Sirica also: 
~read a statement denying” defendant 
“John N, neichelis movon for a 
mistrial, 


He also denied détenaant Henneth 
W. Parkinson's motion for severance 


‘on the basis of, the appearance of a: 
., bomb-shell blackmail memo to. Mr.: 
-‘ Parkinson - 
Spirater E. Howard Hunt, dated a° 
. Week after the 1972 presidential elec- 


Walters testified he finally 4 thon, 


from Watergate “‘con-. 
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Jury Hears Tape ok Nixareo 


Ordering Limit on Inquiry 


By LESLEY 


' - WASHINGTON, 


Speclal to The New York: Times 
Nov. ll]—Parts of the 


OELSNER 
“three White 


4ouse tape recordings that led to Richard M. Nixon's resig- 
xation from the Presidency were played today to the jury 


m the Watergate cover-up} 
SAM APS Se. yc EE es a 
Out ‘of the’ presence of the 


mry -but in open court, the 
chief prosecutor, James F. Neal, 
aid that the tapes and the 
ether evidence today _proved 
"a direct agency” in which Mr. 
Jixon’s “agents” obstructed 
vusticé at Mr. Nixon's order. 
‘The. tapes, made public’ last 
sug. 5, contain Mr... Nixon’s 
-onversations with H.R. Halde- 
man, then his chief of staff and 
aow one of the five defendants 
a the trial, on’ June 23, 1972, 
six days ‘after the break-in at 
Democratic headquarters in the 
Vatergate complex. . ' j 
_.-Slapes Often Faint © -. 
_ They show Mr. Nixon telling 
(ir. Haldeman to direct officials 
af-'the Central Intelligence 
\rency to tell the head of the 
“ederal Bureau of Investigation 
-o° limit. its .inquiry into’ the 
sreak-in. They show that Mr. 
‘lixon wanted the curtailment 
‘or -political reasons rather 
han concern over national se- 
surity, oe 

The tapes, often faint and 
-ometimes difficult to hear, 


vere played in conjunction with , 


estimony by Lieut. Gen. Ver- 
on A, Walters, Deputy Director 
f Central Intelligence, and 
«. Patrick Gray 3d, then acting 
-ead of the F, B. | 

General Walters _ testified: 
"bout getting the directive from 
‘Ir. Haldeman, in the prese«ace 
f John D. Ehrlichman, then the 
thief White House adviser ‘on 
_omestic matters and now an- 
sther of the defendants, and 
sassing it’on to Mr, Gray; Mr. 
gray told of receiving it. 

When. a defense lawyer ob- 
acted to. the prosecution’s line 
«f questioning, Mr. Neal replied: 

“There’s no other way you 
_an show the agency—from the 
wrmer President of the United! 
states to Haldeman and Enhr-: 
ichman to Waters to Gray— 
and that is the obstruction, 
wf justice}.” 

*Tt’s the act itself,” he added. 

Mr. Neal then repeated his 
noint: “We have a direct agen- 
zy from the President to Halde- 
man to Ehrlichman-—-to Halde- 


jh 


man and Ehrlichman—to Wal-| 

terstoGray”  - + 
After a-recess, the question- 
ing was allowed to p 
way Mr.iNeal wished. 
‘The Ford Pardon 


Mr. Nixon, who was named 
an unindicted alleged cd-con- 
spirator in the case last March, 
was pardoned by President 
Ford on Sept. 8 for any Federal! 
crimes he may have committed 
while in office. The former 
President has been subpoeriaed 
by the prosecution and defense 


t 


but whether.he testifies de-j , 


pends on his health. 

The other defendants in the 
case are John N. Mitchell, the 
former Attorney General and 
director of: the Nixon re-elec- 
tion campaign; ‘Robert C, Mar- 
dian, a former Assistant Attor- 
ney General and political coor- 
dinator for the re-election com- 
mittee, and Kenneth Wells 
Parkinson, an attorney hired by 
the committee after the break- 


in. ; 

' Mr, Haldeman and Mr, Ehr- 
lichman have made clear that 
they will attempt to shift the 
blame for Watergate to Mr 
Nixon. Mr. Ehrlichman’s chief 
lawyer, William S. Frates, told. 
the jury in his opening state- 
ment that Mr, Nixon. “deceived” 
and “misled” Mr. Ehrlichman. 
The testimony by General, 
Walters and Mr. Gray, like the! 
tapes, was laregly a repetition) 
of what came out in the Senate 
Watergate hearings and the im- 
peachment proceedings. 

The story,-as presented to-: 
day, began at 9:30 A.M. on 
June 21, 1972, when Mr. Ehr- 
lichman spoke to Mr. Gray on 
the telephone. 

’ Mr. Ehrlichman, according to 
Mr. Gray, said that John W. 
Dean 3d, then a White House 
counsel who is now in a Fed- 
eral prison, was going to con- 
duct a Watergate inquiry for 
the White House: Mr. Gray, ac- 
cording to the testimony, was 
to deal directly with Mr. Dean, 
who was expecting a call from 


im. 

Mr. Gray told the jury that! 
he called Mr. Dean, who re- 

quested a meting, held at 11:30 

that morning. Mr. Dean, accord- 

ing to Mr. Gray, said that the 

Watergate affair was “extreme- 

ly sensitive” and that he would 

sit in on F.B.1L. interviews with 

White House staffmen, . 

Mr. Gray, said he had told]: 


them. 
Approved For Release 2005/0¥/04 : 
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Bog ou 


_ cials “this is all involved in the 


NEWYORK TINES te 
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‘Mr, Dean ata later meeting of 
the various “theories” the F.B.I. 

was considering, including one 
that the C.LA. might be in- 
volved. . : 


CLA. Involvement 


k000700090015-9 


nt of some of the Watergate; Pré : 
burelacs and because the C.1A/Walters inform Mr. Gray that, 
was known to have complex:continued investigation of cam-, 
financial. arrangements, .jpaign — contribution - checks: 

What happened in the nextimight lead to CLA. assets andi 
few days, according to’ the te Rha operations In 
timony, was an attempt to keep}*exico. ens ie 
the authorities from connecting] Then, as both Mr. Gray and 
the break-in with the Nixon|General Walters testified, the 
re-election, committee. ; Deputy Director of the C.LA, 

On June 23, Mr. Nixon andjwent to the acting head of the 
Mr. Haldeman met in the Oval\F.B.1. 
Office. The tape of that meet-| 
ing, particularly ‘difficult to 
hear, shows’ Mr. Haldeman} 


Gray-Walters Meeting _ 
At a meeting hacbideats Mr. 
7 reer v “tGray and Genera alters on 
ane Acs is oe re tas July 6, according-to testimony, 
1e ¢ ed - ee i pia General Walters tured’ over a 
Ren Pe a el] sins te ct quien saying thats 
F 2). ‘the C.LA. had no interest. The 

che hel eet eg ee ea two men, apparently assuming} 
you ieee any further on it »i that Mr, Nixon was unaware of| 
Then came the sequence that the pressure from White House! 
ec tee much Perle jofficials, agreed that Mr. Nixon 
at the trial. Mr. Haldeman says|ishould be told, and. Mr. Gray 
colds ts Come telnet te eee Be. Oe 
: : ? “}checks to be resumed, accotd-j 

name of the illegal intelligence ing to the testimony. - . a 
At the Senate Watergate 


gathering operation that led to: 
hearings, Mr. Gray said that he 


the break-in, and that Mr. Hal-| 
denials lawyers. bonend or [had warned Mr, Nixon on July 
6, “People on your staff are: 


something like “convention” or 
itrying to mortally wound you 


“dovestome.” ‘a , 
At the Haldeman lawyers : 
behest, the jury was given a PY. ms the C.LA. and the 
transcript bearing the notation’ *”.~ : 
“unintelligible” ° instead of econ foe: At a bench con- 
Gemstone. ; _ {ference, Mr. Neal said that he 
The transcript Mr. Nixon re-|@S about to question Mr. Gray 
leased in August ‘contains abaut the statement. Mr. Frates- 
nothing. objected. It was agreed that! 


The prosecutors then put on the question would not bi 


asked. ; 
a second tape of a Haldeman- On di rye ae 
2 eo n direct e> 
Nixon conversation an hour direct examination, under 


questioning by Mr. Neal, Mr. 
and a half later. Gray repeated his’ earlier testi- 
A Slight Delay imony about destroying docu- 

There was a slight delay 


‘ments at the behest of Mr, 
when Judge John J. Sirica no- Dean and with the apparent ac- 
ticed that one of the jurors, 


quiesence of Mr. Ehrlichman. 
Mrs. Marjorie Milbourne, did 


nN cross-examination, Mr.| 
not have her earphones on. Frates sought-to limit the ef- 
“You have to listen,” he tol 


qd fect of that testimony, getting 
haa . ., Mr. Gray to concede that Mr. 
She put the earset back on. Ehrlichman had not been the 
In this conversation, Mr. One to tell Mr. Gray to halt the, 
Nixon was more specific about Watergate by esteauOne 2 et 
ue Ferrite be given to the; Mr. Neal on redirect then 
a Helie nian Mr. Nixon sought to limit the effect of 
said, should tell the C.L.A. offi-{this concession. t 
Who had told Mr. Gray to; 


mit the inquiry? The prose 
Mr. Dean, the witness replied,! 
Who had told him to talk to 

Mr. Dean about Watergate? 


| 


t 
i 


Cuban thing, that it's a fiasco, ir 
and it’s going to make theicutor asked. 
F.B.1. and C.LA. look bad, andi 
it’s likely to blow the whole,- 
uh, Bay of Pigs thing which we: 
think would be very unfortu-| aes : 
nate for the C.LA. and for the! Mr. Ehrlichman, he replied. 
country at this time, and for| Thomas C. Green, William G.! 
American foreign policy, and he.Hundley and Frank Strickler, 


A it and lay itfall defense counsels, cross-ex- 
A pe tial what you famined Mr. Gray briefly. 


lA RDPB ob 80 Ro graasUNTS Sierdey 


H, Yeah, that's the basis ay had: 


Qontinanad 


WASITLINGLULY wir 
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Over=! 


Yagency from the former’, ~ $4. |... 
_'/President of the United jeopardize cover 
‘States... Nixon to Halde- Operations in Me 
man to Walters to Gray,’”? Which is the mess: 
Neal said. ‘'This is the act it- ultimately got to Gr 
self.” though they did 


By Barry Kalb 


* Star-News Staff Writer 


The. Watergate special prosecutors 
have presented evidence that former 
President Richard M. Nixon was involv- 
ed in the early stages of the Watergate} 
cover-up — three tapes, and an interpre- 
tation of their substance. 

The conversations of June 23, 1972 
were not new — transcripts were 
released by the White House four days} 
before Nixon resigned — although the: 
prosecutor’s transcripts did provide: 
some nuances missing. from Nixon’s 
own version. © : ; 

The transcripts also show clearly that: 


* 


Nixon was weighing when he sent H. R. 
Haldeman to have the CIA interfere 
with the FBI’s Watergate investigation, 
the potential political ramifications of 
the Watergate affair. » : 

¥ don’t want them (CIA officials) to 
get any ideas we're doing it because our” 
concern is political,’’ Nixon told Halde- 
man in tones that made clear his con- 


ly know how to contro] thern,| Watergate 
and... their investigation'|CIA.” =i 
is now leading into some : Walters the use of a White! 
productive areas. ..itgoes. NIXON LATER told |House telephone. | 
in some directions we don’t Haldeman: “When you get| Walters said he called: 
want it to go. in these people ... when |Gray and arranged to meet, 

Haldeman then went on to you get these people in, say, {him at 2:30 p.m. Thay met at 
provide details _about a ‘Look, the whole problem is |Gray’s office, Walters, said,: 
Situation on’ which Nixon that this will open the whole land Walters said he had just: 


bugging) is | 


Walters said, was to offer: 


7 \ 
cern was pre : 
ern was precisely that clearly already had some. .. Bay of Pigs thing, and jcome from the White House 

THE PROSECUTORS?’ interpretation information by June 23—a the président just feels that, and he was ordered to tell 
of these taped conversations and the total of five checks which ah’ —- don’t, don't lie to them Gray that the FBI “could 
circumstances surrounding them, was Were traced both to Nixon's to the extent to say there is uncover some covert CIA)’ 
delivered with the jury out of the room fund-raising committee and no involvement, but just say assets or activities (in Mexi- 
by Associate Special Prosecutor James to the bank account of one ofithis is sort ef a comedy of ‘co).” 
¥. Neal. ; the Watergate burglars,lerrors, bizarre, without get- | . 

Neal first noted the chain of events , Bernard L. Barker. ting into it —‘the President 
that day: Nixon tells Haldeman to have |. One check was for $25,000, believes that it is going to 
the CIA interfere with the FBI's investi- collected by Nixon’s Mid- open the whole Bay of Pigs 
gation; Haldman, with Nixon aide John! West fund-raiser, Kenneh ‘thing up again’... They 
D. Ehrlichman present, passes the mes-|H. —- Dahlberg, from should call the FBI in and 
sage to CIA Director Richard Helms’ industrialist Dwayne O. An-.say that we wish for the 
and Deputy Director Vernon A, Wal- | dreas. The other four, total- country, don’t go any fur- 
ters; Walters meets with Acting FBI -ing $89,000, were what was ther into this case, period.” 
Director L. Patrick Gray U1; Gray puts |left of $100,000 in cash con- ~ : 
a temporary hold on an important.as- tributions by Texas donors A meeting among Walters, 
“pact of the FBI's invedteation. ee aes “Taundered” elms, Haldeman and Ehr- 


AT VIRTUALLY the same 
‘time Gray and Walters were| 
imeeting at FBI headquar-| 
‘ters, Haldeman and Nixon 
‘were-again meeting, this 
time in Nixon's Executive 
1 Office Building office. 

Haldeman opened his re- 
port on his meeting with! 
Helms and Walters by say-: 

ing, “Well, it’s no problem | 


Referring to the Walters- 
Gray meeting, Neal said, 
“These are the obstructive 
words, this is the obstruction 
now... ‘You're to taper off 
this investigation, you've got 
your five suspects, if you 
keep on going you’re going 
to uncover a CIA opera- 
tion.’” 

Neal said that events have 
since proved that there was 
no CIA operation in danger, 
of’being uncovered, and that 
Walters was acting -— Neal 


through a Mexican bank and !ichman was arranged for 
then sent to thé Nixon com-2:30 P-m. that day. In a dis- 
mittee. cussion with Nixon minutes 

The Mexican checks were before the meeting, Halde- 
cashed by a banker there, man again went over what 
Manuel Ogarrio, and Gray He. would say, and Nixon 
xvas about to have his agents S#4, “I don’t want them to 
interview both Ogarrio and 2 any ideas we're doing it 
Dahlberg. At a meeting Gree cree our concern is po- 
June 22, Gray testified yes: ee: : | the reason for being helpful.’ 
terday, he explained this tc “At the same time,” Nixon’! And it may have appeared 
then-White House Counse added, ‘I wouldn't tell them | when he wasn’t gonna get it 
John W. Dean III. _ itis not political . .- IT would ;explicity but was gonna get 

Nowhere during the firstJ#St Say, "Look, it's because [it through generality. So he. 
June 23 conversation did of the Hunt involvement. said fine, and uh, Walters. 


Haldeman can be made’ 
out saying, *... So at that, 
point Helms’s kind of got the. 
picture ... He, he said,. 
‘We'll be very happy to be’ 
helpful to, ah, you know, and. 
we'll handle everything you} 
-want. I would Hke to know: 


indicated it was unwittingly Nixon and Haldeman specif-. . 7 a ',,. Walters is gonna make: 
_~ as Nixon’s own agent inically say they would have Nixon at this point knew, 4 Call to Gray.” i : 
the chain of events. Walters tell Gray the F'BI’sthe tapes indicate, that E. Gray testified that after: 


“Walters had a clearinvestigation , might Howard Hunt Jr. and other the meeting with Walters, he 
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chiens) 
pe. ee 


Covered Up Bid 


tail yoster ideo nse gre 
Nixon and his top aides toe 
to cover up- ihe scandal wel 


ee forse the Centepa oc 


Sele we EOS : 
i k's x Gray LL tees 
acting director of the FIL 


sil ue iid ote a cruchas eo 
pect of the Watergate ‘ 


gation for nearly two wee 
the Cid’s 


‘equest, but 
iv facledd whens é 
al tite request oa 
ny. 


ae 
thanded tit 
put firs 

Gray tente that CIA Depu \ 
Director Verpun WM 
balked and declared th: 
would rather resign 

“He (Walters) said, 
going to let those kids 
White 'To use k 
around,’ " Gray tastiliod. 

Watersa.e praosec utors, ha 
ever ed segraents of Lines 7 
taperecorded =o mectinas 
June 23, 1972, that shower 1. 
Nixon wimself personaliy as 
rected Us affort, 

Chiei irial prosecutor James 
F. Neal said the evidence 
showed a clear line of respon- 
sibility cirectly implicating 
the former President in an ob- 
struction of justice. 

The tapes, all involving con- 
versations between Mr. Nixer 
and former White House eniez 


‘Tim not 
at the 


of staff H. R. (Bob) Haldeman. 
showed the rormer Presiden: 
first approving the attempt to 
muzzle the FBI's: Watergate 
investigation and then being 
assured later the sarne day 
that the arrangements 
been made. 

Played publicly for the fir :t 
time, the recordings, whica 
forced the Eee resiona. 
tion this sumimer, also shower 
Mr, Nixon was conipletely 
ruffled on hearing details § 
hind the breawin, At times, be 
even anticipared what Halde- 
man was about to ee ve 

“Play tt town,” Nixon 


ube 


Raid Haldeman on she morning v 


Mr Nixarn said he. 


svanted the FSI told inna un: 
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“Approved For Releus 


~Bernard Barker in liz 


had 


certain terms: “Dan't co 
further ints Luis wae, , 
Acar tir : pada 
House. Cosh total . 
Til, tie ESrs Gray had Rist 
teld Nim the previous ever oc 
that Vs avents were hot on 
tater) of ive ehecks for * 
Noson  ogamipalinsfour fF 4 
Mexican businessman Manuel 
Ocarrio and ane from Nixon 
peer Kenneth Daklhoss 
of Alipuesotu—wiien had ke: 
cashed by Watergate Bence ar 


function 


Gray also tald Dean tiat to. 
PRT was inetined to th a 
Weteccete busin hi 
“a CLA operation.” 

In his testimony last movth. 
Dean said he quickly resoy =. 
ali this to former Aprorney 
General John N. Mitchell and 
to Haideman. 

Haldeman met with 
Nixon the next day. from i 
am.to 11:39 am.win the Gru! 
Office, telling the Presigerr 
that “we're back .... in ce 
prowiem area because the ¢ BI 
is pot under cortrol.” 

‘fhe White House chie? of 
statf went on to recomm: md 
“that the way to handia - 
nuw is for us to have Walo: 
call Pat Gray and jurt 
‘stay tne hell aut of this 
wiis is the CLAJ” 

Haldeinan added that both 
ne and Ehrlichman planned ta 
call in the Cid offielaiy ne 
enlist their help. Halder: 
also tald Mr. Nixon that Mite 
hell apparently knew of ‘> 
plans for the Watergate bre: 
in and bugging, whieh 


“? 


a2 
ne 
had 


: heen diseovered on June i7 at 


Democratie National Commit. 
tee headquarters here: At one 


‘point, the White Elouse s:te 


made what seemed to be a ret. 
erence to “Gemstone.” the <« 
cvet cade word for the pois. 
eal espionage, 

Cn the recording. the word 
sounded like “Dovestone.” It 
was. in any event. a cyo-svil 
ble word ending in “stone.” 

Che prosecution transe: 
“varried it as “Gemstone.” but 
CAS. District Court dude 
von J. Sirica acceded to the 
protests of ffaldeman’s Liu- 
vera end ordered the jurrss' 
eames enanged so that it sim- 
siv read “uninieilizible.” 

fos that the FB wes 
convinced it is a CHY ty 
Mirw Nixon seid that he hit 
‘Not going to gen tha 
but anpraved Ha; 
hing tre CEA efiie: 


ate ancident 


reap ania ere 


“Good. Goad ¢ 
Nixon said in a ph: 
White Flouse tran: 
Nocicd in Auguste or 
Frilmted to Haldem: 
torch, That's the 
play it and that’s tt 
Jing to pluy tte 
Apparently alludi 
CTY broadcast 

ryeon the Cuban 

3 durgiuer, the 
said ine had noticed t 
daily news summ 
added: “TI, of course 
was a bunch of eran 
ator cial ik would be 
: QIVUSHMAtONS oa tata 
“on this wild-hair thing” eit 


wey 

.. When you vet the 
peuple in,” Mr. Nixon raid 
Haiseman of the au ing 


Meehes With the Chrv o« 
Giz. “Say? ‘Look. the vrablem 
is itat this will open ihe 
whole. the whole Bay of Pigs 
tins .. Don't ie to ther to 
the extent to say there is no 
involvement, but just sav... 
‘The President believes that it 
is zuin to open the whole Ray 
ot Cis thing up agau, Ae! 
ah... beeause these peente 
are phigging for, for leoars 
and teat they should enik ou: 

FEI in and say that we wi-h 


‘for the country, don’t 2o any 


further into this case, reric it" 
Walters, who also testi:ed 
yesterday, said he was told 
sometime on the mornite of 
June 23 that he and Hel 
were te meet with HWaldes.s 
and Ehrlichman at the Wi 


House. He said the meeting. : 
_was originally set tor. nvon.dut 
‘was then postponed 
shortly 


until 
after 1 p.m. 
Haldeman was meeting with: 


‘the President again when the 


CT. A officials arrived. Ace.-rd- 
ne tu @ tape of that meeting, 
Ai Nixon ‘told, his chief of 
start onee again te invs 
swhole. uh, Bay of Pigs thins. 
“£ don't want then: to xt 
any ideas we're doine it he. 
waiuse eur concern is potitieat” 
Jf2. Nisun emphasized. 
vs said the 
‘ace in Ehrlichn:: 
vut Haldeman did tha 
“wut. saving that the War 
was “ris, 5 a 
Dhaotse™ and vit right wert 
in Leht of Dermocraue 
ot5 to exploit it. 
-seaurding to Walters, 
Vocins septied thar phe 74 
: Un To Gy : 
taeccte incidas: 


Ae 


noortna already Guld Crea iis 
But Haldeman, the witness 
‘said, told tae CLA men: “It is 


P-n eS fe 


2 NOV 1974 
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the PLE director. In any case, 

Waiters said he made an an- 
poinhnent lo see Gray at 2:30 
that sume afternoon, i 


Haldeman, meanwhile. re.! 
purt od tole Pyeng oc 
wae a 0 


oats or 


White lig 


Nixas, 


 probicin’” the 


use aide assured Tr. 
“Had the... two of 
them in... I just said thei Use? 
we're Jonna create some very 
maior potential problems he. 
Seow they were es: z 
chal led back, no ta. uh, 
mwhere) it will be lrarn. 
ihe CLA, ey tu fue 


eal Sixon sugzested that 
the money micht stil Pose g 
a odlem. but told Haldeman 

“we ‘Ul cross that bri idse” later, : 
nae What the hell.” the Pres. : 
ident observed at one paint. 
HN} ho knows, maybe Dinther gy) 
‘contributed to the CLA. 
- By now, Walters was in! 
Gray's office at the FBI. The! 
A cGtiicial said he tntd Gray 

“fad just come fram the - 
Vhite Tfouse? with instrurn- 
‘iuns to inform him “that fup 
‘aero omursuit af the PEE me, 
éstization could @NOs2 ap: 


touch upon CIA cover opera. 


tons” in Mexico. 
slers said he alsy alr; 
served that five men bad al! 
‘suty been arrested at the! 
y one and "ilo woubl be 
the inv estigation Were 
bai’ ile ea, ‘ 
“CEA deputy 
said John 
him at 


director 
Dean Ister fed 
Fhriichran’s Jos. 
Uen end i conversay 
rine 27 and June 28 
Ao for cls A funds ot 


not been invely edin ans 
in the Waterzata inceidear. 


we 


HES ug ae als ids 


peor | { , ae 
ja 


TAT 


